During rains it is desirable to shut off the portion of the drain leading to the pit and to open out the rain-water channel instead.
To guard against erosion of the walls of the pit it is necessary to prevent the water in the drain from running down the walls of the pit. This can be easily arranged by having a spout or a properly-cut brick, which will project into the pit from the terminal end of the drain.
The mouth of the pit should be covered to prevent children or small animals from falling in. This may be done by thorny shrubs, by inverting a basket or clay basin over it, or by covering it with a wooden plank or stone slab. The best arrangement is to have a movable cement slab resting on a masonry ring, 9 inches wide (thick) and 6 inches deep, constructed all 
